. road to safety

ona Ruiz

BAl // Eighty students took part
i a driving skills challenge yester-
=vin a bid to promote safe motor-
ag habits among young people.
The event at the Higher Colleges
Technology (HCT) Dubai Men’s
pus was part of a campaign
2 nnrhed recently by FedEx Ex-
Fess. It was suppurted by Dubai
alice and the Emirates Motor
ports Federation.
Students at five Dubai-based uni-
persities attended interactive lec-
s and took part in a simulator
sperience lastweek.
festerday, the campaign culmi-
mted with a driving skills chal-
ige competition among HCT
Bubai Women's Campus, the
merican University in Dubai, Ma-
spal University, HCT Dubai Men's
impus and Bits Pilani. Each uni-
ity nominated 16 members.
The timed challenge consisted
Bt a slalom, which required par-
Scipants to weave through some
pstacles, a roundabout, and a
of winding course. They expe-
Benced manoeuvres to improve
eir car-handling abilities, work
vards improving their driving
hniques and understand the
sncept of using skill over speed.
i a driver touched or knocked
0 two cones, two seconds were
pdded to the time. If three cones
ere hit the driverwas disqualified.
*Itwas exciting,” said Roshanara
director of Ciel Marketing and
5, which organised the event.
seen some skilled drivers.
bach one wanted to have a better
ime than the others.”
This challenge required perfect
rning and timing and the skill
s manceuvre around the track,”
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Students are steered in the right direction

A student shows his ability — or lack of it— in the FedEX Express Driving Skills Challenge held at Higher Colleges of
Technolegy Dubai Men's Campus. Three knocked-down cones led to disqualification. Pawan Sinah [ The National

said Zubair Ansan, 23, a mediaand
communications student at Mani-
pal University. “Ilearned that you'll
lose more time if you go faster. I
had to manage my speed. If you
speed up, you won't have complete
control of your car.”

Kevin Alexander, 20, a mechani-
cal engineering student at the
same university, said the rounda-
boutwas “a bit tricky".

“1 could have done better on a
couple of turns but it was fun,"” he
said. “The J-turn was quite easy, We
also had the U-turn and an S-turn.”

Mr Alexander said the driving
challenge taught him and other

Six winners were

appointed as ‘road

safety ambassadors'
and received trophies

drivers to keep their distance and
not to go beyond the speed limit.

All participants received certifi-
cates endorsed by Dubai Police.
Six winners - three men and three
women - were appointed as “road
safety ambassadors” and received
trophies.

The male winners were Al Malek
Ossama Issam El Halabi, of Ameri-
can University of Dubai, Rameez
Abdul Salam, of Bits Pilani, and Mr
Ansan. The female winners, 5ara 'y,
Alya § and Rehab 5, were all from
HCT Dubai Women’s College.
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